CHAPTER IV.
THEIR BIRTH, EARLY LIFE AND MARRIAGE
WITH DRAUPADL
THE Mahabharata relates that Pandu took to hunting,
leaving the kingdom to be governed by Dhritarashtra
under the guidance of Bhishma. He loved to live in the
forest with his two wives, and roamed about killing deer
and other beasts of the jungle* One day he killed a deer
in the act of copulating with his mate, and was stunned to
see that he had in fact killed a Rishi, who had in his
fancy assumed that animal form. The Rishi cursed him
that he too would diein the-same condition. Pandu, touch-
ed by remorse thereafter, gave up associating with his
wives and went to the Himalayas with the object of per-
forming austerities. For years he lived a life of penance,
but remembering that no man could have absolution-
unless he had sons asked his wives Kunti and Madri
to resort to Niyoga for that purpose. Kunti had
obtained from a- Rishi in her maidenhood five Mantras
by which she could call up five deities. These she now
called and had by Dharma (Righteousness), Vayu
(Wind), Indra (God of War), three sons born to her, who
were named Dharma, Bhima and Arjuna, respectively.
She gave the remaining two Mantras to Madri, her
co-wife, and she too had two sons by the Ashwini Kumar
(Twin Gods of Beauty), who were named Nakul and